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Check Before You Chop

by Beverly Browne, reprinted from the March 2009 issue of the Voice.

Besides having fish and wildlife habitat and wetlands, Port
Ludlow has some geologically hazardous areas susceptible to
erosion, sliding, earthquake, or other geological events. These
areas are determined by geologic and topographic investigation,
hydrologic factors, and previous history of the site. Steepness of
slope (greater than 15 percent), ground water seepage, and soil
conditions are factors for consideration. Areas that have high
potential for landslides include areas below Sea Vista Terrace,
Condon Lane, Montgomery Lane, and Montgomery Court. Maps
show slight to moderate hazard along Oak Bay Road and in most
of Timberton Village. Residents in these areas need to consult
with the county before disturbing vegetation. Retention of native
vegetation, reduction of impervious surfaces, and landscaping
can improve the volume and rate of water flow and decrease slide

potential. Therefore, removal of vegetation within a critical area
requires county review and a permit.

County Associate Planner David Wayne Johnson wants Port
Ludlow landowners to think about the environmentally sensi-
tive areas designated “critical areas” in the Growth Management
Act (GMA). The county and the state believe that these areas
must be regulated for the benefit of the landowner and the people
of the state. Critical areas include wetlands, aquifer recharge
areas, frequently flooded areas, geologically sensitive areas, fish
and wildlife areas, streams, and shorelines. Other preventative
measures include improving and repairing existing drainage
systems and directing rainwater through storm sewers. The
counties have attempted to map these areas and devise rules for
managing them.

The Jefferson County Critical Areas Ordinance began with the
passage of an interim ordinance in 1994. Since that time, it has
undergone changes and updates with public agencies using a
“best-available science” standard to review it. The current law,
finalized in 2008 and codified in Jefferson County Code Chapter
18.22, was developed through an extensive planning process that
considered public comment. The county’s intent was to improve
a citizen’s understanding of the rules while providing protections
of the function and value of critical areas.

Maps indicating which areas are considered “critical” may be
viewed at the Bay and Beach Clubs or by clicking on “Maps” on the
Jefferson County home page at co.jefferson.wa.us.



