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Beach Club/North Bay News

Driveway Culverts

Every winter, there are significant rain events that cause
our roadway ditches to run much fuller than normal. The
typical winter storm with heavy rain and high winds can
also cause tree or shrub debris to be transported in the
ditches which can lead to obstruction of driveway culverts.
This winter the Port Ludlow Drainage District (PLDD)
received inquiries from several residents requesting

help with maintenance of the ditch or driveway culverts
serving their property. The topic of maintenance for
private driveway culverts was discussed in a September
2016 special meeting for homeowners, hosted by Ludlow
Maintenance Commission (LMC), that featured a discus-
sion with the Director of Jefferson County Public Works.
The following information was provided: “The culverts
placed in the ditches for driveways are not County culverts.
These driveway culverts are the responsibility of the
homeowner to maintain, clean, and replace.” Following
that meeting the November 2016 e-Navigator had a short
article: “Did You Know? Driveway culverts are the respon-
sibility of the homeowner to maintain, clean, and replace.”

Maintenance of the roadside ditch and culverts may
include removal of trash, excess vegetation or branches,
and making sure the inlet and outlet of the culvert are
unobstructed. A good rule of thumb is to check the ditch
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Culverts continued from previous page

and culvert openings in late fall prior to the rainy season
to remove any obstruction and to periodically check the
drainage system during the winter. Routine cleaning either
by the homeowner or homeowner’s yard maintenance
contractors ensures that maintaining free flow in the ditch
and culvert does not become a major effort or expense.

The PLDD meets at 10:00 a.m. on the second Thursday of
each month in the training room of the Port Ludlow Fire
Hall, 7650 Oak Bay Road. All North Bay residents are
invited to attend.



