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Drainage District Election Approved

The Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners
met on May 16th at the Beach Club in what could be de-
scribed as one of the shortest public meetings on record.
The purpose of the meeting was to provide a public forum
on the issue of creating a Drainage District for the North
Bay. A small but enthusiastic crowd was on hand and
provided input to the Commissioners.

Only four members of the audience addressed the Com-
missioners with somewhat the same message. They all
testified in essence that although they had solved their
own drainage problems they felt that the overall problem
was a community issue that ultimately could only be
solved with community action, i.e. a Drainage District.

Bob Balck an LMC member who is building his retire-
ment home on Montgomery Court told the Commission-
ers that he had spent the equivalent of the cost of a small
home to insure that his foundation was anchored to the
bluff in such a way to preclude any possibility of erosion.
He also told the Commissioners that he and his neighbors
had at their own expense corrected a drainage problem

so that their properties would be protected. Nonetheless,
Mr. Balck felt that the only long-term remedy to drainage
problems was the formation of a District and he urged the
Commissioners to approve the election process. (The vot-
ers in a special election must approve the District before it
can be formed.)

Ron Gregory, a local builder, told the Commissioners that
unless the law of gravity was rescinded, water will con-
tinue to flow downhill and will continue to be a problem
to the North Bay. He urged them to approve the District
election.

Jim Brannaman, President of the LMC, told the Commis-
sioners that the LMC was totally in support of the forma-
tion of the District and he also asked them to approve the
election. All of those who spoke favored the District as a
long-term solution to the problem of drainage.

The Commissioners acted swiftly to approve the Special
Election to be held on September 19th. The next step, if
the District is approved by the voters is for the Commis-
sioners to name 3 District Commissioners to serve until

2002 when a formal election of District Commissioners

can occur in accordance with Washington State law.



