
RCW 29A.04.133 
Qualified. 

"Qualified" when pertaining to a winner of an election means that for such election: 
(1) The results have been certified; 
(2) Any required bond has been posted; and 
(3) The winner has taken and subscribed an oath or affirmation in compliance with the appropriate statute, or if 

none is specified, that he or she will faithfully and impartially discharge the duties of the office to the best of his or her 
ability. This oath or affirmation shall be administered and certified by any officer or notary public authorized to 
administer oaths, without charge therefor. 
 
RCW 36.16.050 
Official bonds. 

Every county official before he or she enters upon the duties of his or her office shall furnish a bond conditioned 
that he or she will faithfully perform the duties of his or her office and account for and pay over all money which may 
come into his or her hands by virtue of his or her office, and that he or she, or his or her executors or administrators, 
will deliver to his or her successor safe and undefaced all books, records, papers, seals, equipment, and furniture 
belonging to his or her office. Bonds of elective county officers shall be as follows: 

(1) Assessor: Amount to be fixed and sureties to be approved by proper county legislative authority; 
(2) Auditor: Amount to be fixed at not less than ten thousand dollars and sureties to be approved by the proper 

county legislative authority; 
(3) Clerk: Amount to be fixed in a penal sum not less than double the amount of money liable to come into his or 

her hands and sureties to be approved by the judge or a majority of the judges presiding over the court of which he or 
she is clerk: PROVIDED, That the maximum bond fixed for the clerk shall not exceed in amount that required for the 
treasurer in the same county; 

(4) Coroner: Amount to be fixed at not less than five thousand dollars with sureties to be approved by the proper 
county legislative authority; 

(5) Members of the proper county legislative authority: Sureties to be approved by the county clerk and the 
amounts to be: 

(a) In each county with a population of one hundred twenty-five thousand or more, twenty-five thousand dollars; 
(b) In each county with a population of from seventy thousand to less than one hundred twenty-five thousand, 

twenty-two thousand five hundred dollars; 
(c) In each county with a population of from forty thousand to less than seventy thousand, twenty thousand 

dollars; 
(d) In each county with a population of from eighteen thousand to less than forty thousand, fifteen thousand 

dollars; 
 

RCW 42.08.160 
Justification of sureties. 

In all cases where official bonds are required or may be hereafter required, from state, county, township, or 
precinct officers, the officer or officers whose duty it is or may be to approve such bonds, shall not accept or approve 
any such bonds except such bond be that of a surety company, unless the sureties thereon shall severally justify 
before an officer authorized to administer oaths as follows: (1) On a bond given by a state or county officer that he or 
she is a resident and freeholder within this state, and on a bond given by a township or precinct officer that he or she 
is a resident and freeholder within the county in which such township or precinct is situated. (2) That he or she is 
worth double the amount for which he or she becomes surety over and above all his or her debts and liabilities, in 
property situated within this state which is not exempt from seizure and sale under execution. 

 
RCW 48.28.040 

Official bonds—Payment of premiums. 
The premium for bonds given by such surety insurers for appointive or elective public officers and for such of their deputies 
or employees as are required to give bond shall be paid by the state, political subdivision, or public body so served. 

RCW 85.38.080 
Governing body—Bond. 

Each member of a governing body of a special district, whether elected or appointed, shall enter into a bond, 
payable to the special district. The bond shall be in the sum of not less than one thousand dollars nor more than five 
thousand dollars, as determined by the county legislative authority of the county within which the special district, or the 
largest portion of the special district, is located. The bond shall be conditioned on the faithful performance of his or her 
duties as a member of the governing body of the special district and shall be filed with the county clerk of the county 
within which the special district, or the largest portion of the special district, is located. 
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